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An ACT for flve more qﬁﬁml sz.%mmp of a‘r“f'tnifz Offenders |
and joi’ saking from them the Bendfis of Chr 3
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1:‘ ORASMUCH, as all the Laws heretofore made for the Ponifhment

of Otfenders, and for fecaring honeft Menin theirjaft Proparty, are found,
by Expericnce, to be infufficient for thele Purpoles; and that the poorer Sore
ct People, who are obliged, for waet of better Convenioncies, to keep their
Goods in Tobacco-hoults, and other Out-houfes, are more expoled to be ril-
laged and robbed of their Subftance, thun Perfins of greater Abiiity 5 and
that confiverable Part of the Prope tv of People of all Conditicns, are keytin
Out-houles, not only remote from thein Dwe ling: houtes, but alio virv weak
in. themfelves, and eafily breken ; which hath given fiequent Opp‘ortunitics to
Ofenders to bresk into fuch Houles, ond to fteal from thence, divers Goods
and Chattels, to the utter uncoing of feme poor Perlens, and the Prejudice
of all Suffercrs,  Aad whereas, feveral cther Offcnders have flolen Bouts and
other Vefltls, and cven Slaves ; which Praétice is f the meit dangercus Ten-
dency, and may, if not timely prevented, «ccaficn Piracies, and all Munner
of Villanies ; and that Offenders have been ¢ncouraged to ¢ nmit the faid
Crimes, by the Lenity of our Laws, and Expeétation of having the Bonchie
of Clergy, when detedted.

FOR the mere effeétual Prev‘ention of which Crimre, and Punifbm-nt »f
fuch Offenders, as fhall commit -anv of them: Fe 1/ Enalied, by the Right

‘Honograble the Lord Proprietary. by and with the Advice and Coir eil of

AHis Lord//yip’s Governor, and the Upper ani Lower Houtfes of Aflenmbly, and
the Authority of the [ame, That any Perion or Pertons who fhatly atter the
Tenth Day of September next, break any Tobacco-houle, or other Qut-
houfes whatfoever, aud fteal ficm thence any Goods or Chattels, to the Va-
lue of Five Shillings Sterling ; or who fhall counfel, hire, commund, aid, or
abet any Perfon or Perfons, to commit the faid Offences; or who fra'l be
Acceflories to any of the faid Offarces, and be thercof convidt, by C..nieflion,
upon his, her, or their Arraignment, Verdi@ ot a Jury, or be Out-lawed ;
or who fhall obftinately, or of Malice,' ffand mute, or peremptorily challenge
above Twenty, fhall fuffer Death as a .Fd?ﬂ or relons, withont Bcn‘cﬁt of

Clergy. -
PROVIDED ALWAYS, That fuch Tt‘)bacco—houﬂ’, or other Ot~

houfes, fhall be well ‘Boarded, or otherwite fubftantiatlv built, and the Door

‘or Doors thercof fecured with a Lock or Locks, or belted in the lnfide, or

nailed.

-

AND BEIT LIKEWISE ENACTED, by the Aunthority,
Advice, and Confent afore/aid, That any Perlon or Perlons w ho, afrer the
faid Tenth Day of September, fhall fteal' any Ship, Sloop, or otherl Veff:l
whatfoever, out of any Place, within the Body of any County within this
Province, of Seventcen Feet, or upwards, by the Keel, and fhall carry the
fame Ten Miles, or upwards, from the Place whence it fhall be ftolen ; or
who fhall fteal any Negro, or other Slave ; or who fhall coupfcl, hire, aid,
abet, or command any Perfon or Perfons, to commit the faid Offences ; or
who fhall be Acceflorics to the faid Offences, and fhall be thereof legallv con-

wiited, as aforefaid, or Qurt-lawed ; or- who fhall obftinately, or of Malice,
- ftand




